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1 . FURTHER TO PARAS EIGHT AND NINE REFTEL (MASS MEDIA), 

RECENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT PARTISANS OF "NEW WORLD INFOR 
MATION ORDER" (NWIO) WILL ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT SUBJECT MEET- 
ING AS FORUM TO RAISE NWIO TO PROGRAM ON PAR WITH NEW 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. THE STILL UNCODIFIED NWIO, SO 
FAR MORE A SYMBOL/SLOGAN THAN A PROGRAM, MAY WELL BECOME A 
RALLYING CRY OF THE NAM IN THE UNESCO GENERAL CONFERENCE 
(PARIS, OCTOBER 24-NO VEMBER 30, 1978) AND THE WORLD ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE RADIO CONFERENCE (GENEVA, SEPTEMBER 1979). 

ALTHOUGH NOT ON THE AGENDA, NWIO FIGURED LARGE IN DIS- 
CUSSIONS OF RECENT MEETING OF UNESCO INTERNATIONAL COMMIS- 
SION FOR STUDY OF COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS (ICSCP). U.S. 
PERMANENT DELEGATION TO UNESCO REPORTS MOREOVER THAT MOVE 
AFOOT TO RENAME "FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION DIVISION" WITHIN 
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UNESCO SECRETARIAT AS "NWIO DIVISION." (FYI: WE WOULD 
OPPOSE SUCH A MOVE AS CONTRARY TO UNESCO TRADITIONS AND 
UNNECESSARILY CREATING ILL WILL FOR THE ORGANIZATION. ENDFYI 

2. ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF NWIO: 

-DEPLORING OVERWHELMING DOMINANCE OF PROFIT-HUNGRY 
"TRANSNATIONAL" COMMUNICATION APPARATUS AS VESTIGE OF 
COLONIALISM, THREAT TO SOVEREIGNTY AND CULTURAL INTEGRITY 
OF LDC'S, AND INDIFFERENT TO THIRD WORLD PRIORITIES; 

-COMPLAINING OF CORRESPONDING STATE OF COMMUNICATION 
UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN LDC'S; 

-DEMANDING INDEPENDENCE AND EQUITY IN ACCESS TO GLOBAL 
COMMUNICATION RESOURCES, I.E., TO BECOME PRODUCERS AND 
DISSEMINATORS OF INFORMATION INSTEAD OF MERE PASSIVE 
RECIPIENTS; 

-CALLING FOR BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE PRO- 
GRAMS TO SPEED COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT; 

PROMOTING THE NONALIGNED NEWS AGENCY POOL AS A SELF-HELP 
PROJECT TO FREE LDC'S FROM DEPENDENCE ON BIG MEDIA. 

3. USG AND AMERICAN MEDIA COMMUNITY HAVE AGREED THAT 
SOME GRIEVANCES ARE JUSTIFIED, THAT IMBALANCES IN IN- 
FORMATION FLOWS AND RESOURCES EXIST, AND THAT SOME OF 
THEIR DEMANDS ARE LEGITIMATE. GREATER ATTENTION TO LDC 
NEEDS AND ASPIRATIONS IN THIS SECTOR HAS DEVELOPED OVER 
PAST TWO YEARS AND PLEDGES OF ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION, 
(PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT), ARE BEGINNING TO BEAR FRUIT. WE 
HAVE, HOWEVER. CAREFULLY AVOIDED EITHER ENDORSEMENT OR 
PUBLIC REJECTION OF NWIO-AS A SLOGAN, CONCEPT OR PROGRAM. 
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4. THE FACT THAT THE BANNER HAS USUALLY BEEN CARRIED BY 
THE MORE MODERATE COUNTRIES (TUNISIA, YUGOSLAVIA, INDIA) 

HAS TENDED TO ASSUAGE SUSPICION AND CONCERN. BUT IN PAST 
FEW MONTHS MORE ABRASIVE, EXTREMIST AND INFLAMMATORY 
VOICES ARE BEING HEARD, E.G., CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ, 

CUBAN HOST AT THE HAVANA MEETING OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE NONALIGNED COUNCIL ON INFORMATION 
(APRIL 17) AND SAAD MUJBER, CHIEF OF LIBYA'S JANA NEWS 
AGENCY AT THE STOCKHOLM NEWS AGENCIES SEMINAR, APRIL 24. 

AT THE ICSCP IN PARIS (PARA ONE ABOVE) WORKING PAPER 
TABLED BY MUSTAPHA MASMOUDI OF TUNISIA CONTAINED PASSAGES 
UNCOMPROMISINGLY HOSTILE TOWARD "TRANSNATIONAL INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS" AND UNMISTAKABLY MARXIST-LENINIST IN SUBSTANCE. 
ALTHOUGH MASMOUDI, THE INTELLECTUAL GODFATHER OF THE 
NWIO, IS MILITANT BUT MODERATE, THE PAPER CONTAINED 
ANONYMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH HAVE AROUSED SUSPICIONS 
THAT NWIO MAY BE HEADED IN MORE EXTREMIST DIRECTION. FOR 
EXAMPLE: 

-PRESSURE FOR THE IMPOSITION OF DUTIES, ENCUMBRANCES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES UPON MEDIA; 

-A MANDATED RIGHT OF REPLY WHEN INACCURACY IS ALLEGED; 

-LEGITIMIZING RESTRICTIONS ON ACCESS TO SOURCES; 

-THE RIGHT TO CENSOR OR RESTRICT THE FLOW OF INFORMATION 
ACROSS NATIONAL BORDERS, AND 

-THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUPRANATIONAL ORGANISM FOR 
MONITORING MEDIA BEHAVIOR AND "PROPAGATION OF FALSE OR 
BIASED INFORMATION." 

5. IF CHARACTERISTICS LISTED IN PARA 4 COME TO BE 
EMBRACED WITHIN GENERAL FRAMEWORK OF NWIO, THE NWIO 
WILL GENERATE STRONG OPPOSITION IN THE UNITED 
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STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES OF LIBERTARIAN TRADITIONS. 

THUS POSSIBILITIES OF LDC S GETTING ASSISTANCE TO MEET 
THEIR COMMUNICATION HANDICAPS, NOW RECEIVING INCREASINGLY 
SYMPATHETIC ATTENTION FROM WEO'S, WOULD DIMINISH SHARPLY. 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT MORE MODERATE AND INFLUENTIAL STATES 
WITHIN NAM AND ELSEWHERE IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD FULLY 
APPRECIATE THIS FACT AND UNDERSTAND THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
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FAILING TO RESTRAIN THE EXTREMISTS. 

6. ALSO NOTEWORTHY IS ATTENTION GIVEN UPCOMING WORLD 
ADMINISTRATIVE RADIO CONFERENCE (WARC) IN MASMOUDI PAPER. 
FOR EXAMPLE: "THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE MORE DETER- 
MINED THAN EVER TO CONTEST VIGOROUSLY THE RIGHTS THAT 
THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES HAVE ARROGATED TO THEMSELVES IN 
THE USE OF THE FREQUENCY SPECTRUM. THEY ARE DETERMINED 
TO SECURE FOR THEMSELVES A FAIR SHARE OF THIS SPECTRUM." 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR BELGRADE: AN EVALUATION OF THE 
PROMINENCE AND TONE OF NWIO DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE APPRE- 
CIATED. TOGETHER WITH AN ASSESSMENT OF A POSSIBLE DRIFT 
TOWARD MORE EXTREMIST TERRAIN. INFO ADDRESSEES ARE 
REQUESTED TO BE ALERT FOR ISSUES RELATED TO NWIO AND 
REPORT THEM TO DEPARTMENT AS APPROPRIATE. PLEASE SLUG 
FOR ATTENTION OF IO/UNESCO AND EB/TD/TCA. CHRISTOPHER 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED ABOVE ADDRESSEE. 
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1 . FURTHER TO PARAS EIGHT AND NINE REFTEL (MASS MEDIA), 

RECENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT PARTISANS OF "NEW WORLD INFOR 
MATION ORDER" (NWIO) WILL ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT SUBJECT MEET- 
ING AS FORUM TO RAISE NWIO TO PROGRAM ON PAR WITH NEW 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. THE STILL UNCODIFIED NWIO, SO 
FAR MORE A SYMBOL/SLOGAN THAN A PROGRAM, MAY WELL BECOME A 
RALLYING CRY OF THE NAM IN THE UNESCO GENERAL CONFERENCE 
(PARIS, OCTOBER 24-NOVEMBER 30, 1978) AND THE WORLD ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE RADIO CONFERENCE (GENEVA, SEPTEMBER 1979). 

ALTHOUGH NOT ON THE AGENDA, NWIO FIGURED LARGE IN DIS- 
CUSSIONS OF RECENT MEETING OF UNESCO INTERNATIONAL COMMIS- 
SION FOR STUDY OF COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS (ICSCP). U.S. 
PERMANENT DELEGATION TO UNESCO REPORTS MOREOVER THAT MOVE 
AFOOT TO RENAME "FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION DIVISION" WITHIN 
UNESCO SECRETARIAT AS "NWIO DIVISION." (FYI: WE WOULD 
OPPOSE SUCH A MOVE AS CONTRARY TO UNESCO TRADITIONS AND 
UNNECESSARILY CREATING ILL WILL FOR THE ORGANIZATION. ENDFYI 

2. ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF NWIO: 

-DEPLORING OVERWHELMING DOMINANCE OF PROFIT-HUNGRY 
"TRANSNATIONAL" COMMUNICATION APPARATUS AS VESTIGE OF 
COLONIALISM, THREAT TO SOVEREIGNTY AND CULTURAL INTEGRITY 
OF LDC'S, AND INDIFFERENT TO THIRD WORLD PRIORITIES; 

-COMPLAINING OF CORRESPONDING STATE OF COMMUNICATION 
UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN LDC'S; 

-DEMANDING INDEPENDENCE AND EQUITY IN ACCESS TO GLOBAL 
COMMUNICATION RESOURCES, I.E., TO BECOME PRODUCERS AND 
DISSEMINATORS OF INFORMATION INSTEAD OF MERE PASSIVE 
RECIPIENTS; 

-CALLING FOR BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE PRO- 
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GRAMS TO SPEED COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT; 

PROMOTING THE NONALIGNED NEWS AGENCY POOL AS A SELF-HELP 
PROJECT TO FREE LDC'S FROM DEPENDENCE ON BIG MEDIA. 

3. USG AND AMERICAN MEDIA COMMUNITY HAVE AGREED THAT 
SOME GRIEVANCES ARE JUSTIFIED, THAT IMBALANCES IN IN- 
FORMATION FLOWS AND RESOURCES EXIST, AND THAT SOME OF 
THEIR DEMANDS ARE LEGITIMATE. GREATER ATTENTION TO LDC 
NEEDS AND ASPIRATIONS IN THIS SECTOR HAS DEVELOPED OVER 
PAST TWO YEARS AND PLEDGES OF ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION, 
(PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENT), ARE BEGINNING TO BEAR FRUIT. WE 
HAVE, HOWEVER, CAREFULLY AVOIDED EITHER ENDORSEMENT OR 
PUBLIC REJECTION OF NWIO-AS A SLOGAN, CONCEPT OR PROGRAM. 

4. THE FACT THAT THE BANNER HAS USUALLY BEEN CARRIED BY 
THE MORE MODERATE COUNTRIES (TUNISIA, YUGOSLAVIA, INDIA) 

HAS TENDED TO ASSUAGE SUSPICION AND CONCERN. BUT IN PAST 
FEW MONTHS MORE ABRASIVE, EXTREMIST AND INFLAMMATORY 
VOICES ARE BEING HEARD, E.G., CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ, 

CUBAN HOST AT THE HAVANA MEETING OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE NONALIGNED COUNCIL ON INFORMATION 
(APRIL 17) AND SAAD MUJBER, CHIEF OF LIBYA'S JANA NEWS 
AGENCY AT THE STOCKHOLM NEWS AGENCIES SEMINAR, APRIL 24. 

AT THE ICSCP IN PARIS (PARA ONE ABOVE) WORKING PAPER 
TABLED BY MUSTAPHA MASMOUDI OF TUNISIA CONTAINED PASSAGES 
UNCOMPROMISINGLY HOSTILE TOWARD "TRANSNATIONAL INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS" AND UNMISTAKABLY MARXIST-LENINIST IN SUBSTANCE. 
ALTHOUGH MASMOUDI, THE INTELLECTUAL GODFATHER OF THE 
NWIO, IS MILITANT BUT MODERATE, THE PAPER CONTAINED 
ANONYMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH HAVE AROUSED SUSPICIONS 
THAT NWIO MAY BE HEADED IN MORE EXTREMIST DIRECTION. FOR 
EXAMPLE: 

-PRESSURE FOR THE IMPOSITION OF DUTIES, ENCUMBRANCES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES UPON MEDIA; 
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-A MANDATED RIGHT OF REPLY WHEN INACCURACY IS ALLEGED; 

-LEGITIMIZING RESTRICTIONS ON ACCESS TO SOURCES; 

-THE RIGHT TO CENSOR OR RESTRICT THE FLOW OF INFORMATION 
ACROSS NATIONAL BORDERS, AND 
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-THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUPRANATIONAL ORGANISM FOR 
MONITORING MEDIA BEHAVIOR AND "PROPAGATION OF FALSE OR 
BIASED INFORMATION." 

5. IF CHARACTERISTICS LISTED IN PARA 4 COME TO BE 
EMBRACED WITHIN GENERAL FRAMEWORK OF NWIO, THE NWIO 
WILL GENERATE STRONG OPPOSITION IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES OF LIBERTARIAN TRADITIONS. 

THUS POSSIBILITIES OF LDC'S GETTING ASSISTANCE TO MEET 

THEIR COMMUNICATION HANDICAPS. NOW RECEIVING INCREASINGLY 
SYMPATHETIC ATTENTION FROM WEO'S, WOULD DIMINISH SHARPLY. 
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT MORE MODERATE AND INFLUENTIAL STATES 
WITHIN NAM AND ELSEWHERE IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD FULLY 
APPRECIATE THIS FACT AND UNDERSTAND THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
FAILING TO RESTRAIN THE EXTREMISTS. 

6. ALSO NOTEWORTHY IS ATTENTION GIVEN UPCOMING WORLD 
ADMINISTRATIVE RADIO CONFERENCE (WARC) IN MASMOUDI PAPER. 
FOR EXAMPLE: "THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE MORE DETER- 
MINED THAN EVER TO CONTEST VIGOROUSLY THE RIGHTS THAT 
THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES HAVE ARROGATED TO THEMSELVES IN 
THE USE OF THE FREQUENCY SPECTRUM. THEY ARE DETERMINED 
TO SECURE FOR THEMSELVES A FAIR SHARE OF THIS SPECTRUM." 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR BELGRADE: AN EVALUATION OF THE 
PROMINENCE AND TONE OF NWIO DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE APPRE- 
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CIATED. TOGETHER WITH AN ASSESSMENT OF A POSSIBLE DRIFT 
TOWARD MORE EXTREMIST TERRAIN. INFO ADDRESSEES ARE 
REQUESTED TO BE ALERT FOR ISSUES RELATED TO NWIO AND 
REPORT THEM TO DEPARTMENT AS APPROPRIATE. PLEASE SLUG 
FOR ATTENTION OF IO/UNESCO AND EB/TD/TCA. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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